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Energy Democracy

-> refers to multiple crises …

- Crisis of energy system: the too long 
postponed transition…

- Democracy crisis: eroded trust in politicians 
and institutions

- Ecological meltdown:  climate disruption, 
biodiversity collapse, …

- Rising inequality : yellow vests …

… and fundamental questions

- To whom belongs the wind?

- What kind of economy we need, how to re-embed it in democratic 
values?

- How to build support the for necessary Socio-ecological 
Transformation?

-> ‘turbo’ analysis from an historical perspective



First ‘public’ period: 30 years postwar
- energy policy is part of national policies
- A lot of countries: focus on nucleair energy
- Citizens: protesting for two fundamental reasons + 

developing alternatives



Citizens protesting for two fundamental reasons:

- Ecological concerns (nuclear waste, mining of 
uranium, high impact accidents, …)

- Democratic concerns: a nuclear plant demands 
centralised management / military security 

a community can build and take care of windmills 
in a decentralized energy system, working together



1978 Citizens in Denmark stop construction of nuclear 
plant and build on their own the alternative
→ Citizens started energy transition

1978



Second ‘neoliberal’ period: 1980-2010
- Neoliberal policies: deregulation of energy market 

(European Union 1990’s)
- Belief: markets and corporations will take care of 

future
- Germany: redgreen coalition: feed-inn tariffs



Structural failures of ‘neoliberal’ market society
Climate crisis, banking crisis, raising inequality,…

“Climate change is a result of the 
greatest market failure the world 
has seen … We risk damages of a scale 
larger than the two world wars on the 
last century.”  (2006(



Structural failures of ‘neoliberal’ market society
Climate crisis, banking crisis, raising inequality



Third period. Society at crossroads: 
Business As Usual
or 
Building new Economy

Ostrom: Commons (self-regulated citizens collectives) can be more effective 
than state or markets



Commons: autonomy

State: universal

rights (and

bureaucracy)

Market: profit 

and competition

Society: 3 ways of organizing, each with its 
own social relations and logic

Left Right
10

Ecological

citizenship



Citizens

Market State

The debate is not: public or private?
-> other basic question in democracy: which role for citizens? 
Example of energy sector:
1. 20 yrs. ago: all about liberalisation (= privatisation)
2. Counter current: autonomous production: citizens 
cooperatives together progressive city governments, new role 
for governments: the partner state
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The new vision, integrating planetary boundaries and social rights



Pre-distribute the sources 
of wealth creation

• Health & education
• Land & housing
• Energy & ideas
• Enterprise ownership

Work with and within the cycles of 
the living world

• Runs on sunlight
• Waste = food
• Modular by design
• Open source



Explanation: change of good and stable system (fixed feed-in 
tariffs) into commercial system of tendering new projects

Democratic framework and policies matter



The tip of the 
Iceberg …

What do we mean by ‘the economy’?



The good news: citizens taking their future back in their hands





To conclude - A new democratic vision:
TRANSITION OF THE ENERGY SYSTEM
towards a
Sustainable Democratic Energy System, 
based on 4 principles:

1. 100% renewable energy with sun, wind and 
water as common property

2. Ecological justice: everyone has access to energy
despite high energy prices

3. Democratic: public-civil management of energy production 
and distribution

4. Energy within planetary limits: reduce the energy demand

An energy sector that runs on renewable energy, managed by 
the public-civil partnerships on the basis of ecological justice 

and focused on the public interest


